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2.8       Natural Resources 

2.8.1 Existing Conditions 

As part of the Ecological Assessment of the Study Area, existing maps and data bases 
were reviewed to gain a preliminary understanding of the project location.  The reviewed 
resources included: 

� New York State Freshwater Wetland Maps (Schenectady USGS Quadrangle) 
� NYS Department of Transportation Topographic USGS Maps 
� National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Maps (Schenectady USGS Quadrangle) 
� NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Natural Heritage 

Program (NHP) database  
� U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Endangered Species database 
� Schenectady County Soil Survey 

Following the review of these resources, a field visit was conducted to collect 
information on vegetative plant communities, wetlands, site ecology, wildlife, and 
threatened and endangered species and habitat.

In general, the area consists of natural areas, such as the Mohawk River and developed 
areas including residential, commercial, and industrial areas. 

The NYSDEC NHP was contacted regarding the presence of rare, threatened or 
endangered species.  Their response indicated that they have no records of threatened or 
endangered species within the Study Area.  This is supported by the field assessment, 
which concluded that there are no significant habitats present within the Study Area.

The USFWS endangered species database indicates that Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and 
Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa samuelis) have been documented in 
Schenectady County.  Their information indicates that “while Indiana bats were known to 
winter in Albany County, we now believe they are likely extirpated or in such small 
numbers that it is unlikely that they would be present and impacted by any specific 
proposed projects in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, and Schoharie Counties. 
This determination may change as we receive new information.” 
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According to the NHP2, Karner blue butterflies can be found in extensive pine barrens, 
oak savannas or openings in oak woodlands, and unnatural openings such as airports and 
right-of-ways that contain lupine (Lupinus perennis), the sole larval food source. Some 
populations have occurred in sandy fields.  The Study Area does not contain these critical 
habitat types and blue lupine is not present.  Therefore Karner blue butterfly should not 
be present or impacted by the project.   

Mohawk River 
The Mohawk River/Barge Canal navigable channel lies approximately 20 to 30 feet from 
the Schenectady shoreline within the Study Area (2005 Waterfront Feasibility and 
Market Study for the City of Schenectady and the Village of Scotia).  The channel 
measures 200 to 300 feet wide and 14 feet deep.  Although the canal is used mainly for 
recreation, commercial boats, tour boats and state and federal vessels also utilize the 
river.

Activities within and adjacent to the Mohawk River channel are regulated by both the 
State of New York (NYSDEC) and the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE). As previously mentioned, according to 6 NYCRR the Mohawk River is 
designated a Class A, Standard A Stream (Environmental Conservation Law 15, Title 
15).  This classification indicates the Mohawk River is used as a source for drinking 
water and primary contact (such as swimming). The Mohawk River is also classified as a 
navigable waterway and part of the NYS Barge Canal system pursuant to Section 10 of 
the 1899 Rivers and Harbors Act, and federally regulated pursuant to Sections 401 and 
404 of the Clean Water Act.  Any activity conducted within the landward limits of a 
wetland and/or below the mean high water level will require permits from the NYSDEC 
and the USACE for structures within the river, wetland areas, or for projects that disturb 
the river bed or banks. 

2 New York Natural Heritage Program. 2009. Online Conservation Guide for Plebejus Melissa samuelis. Available 
from: http://www.acris.nynhp.org/guide.php?id=7877. Accessed January 21st, 2010. 
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